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From 24 to 28 November 2014, Ecologic Institute implemented a study trip for 8 members of the
South African Energy Committee. Participants were able to meet and discuss with representatives
from ministries, think tanks, NGOs and business representatives in Berlin and Hamburg. Both national
policies and examples of local and regional implementation of the German energy policy were
highlighted while taking into consideration opportunities and challenges for South Africa.

In Berlin, meetings took place at the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi), the
KfW Bankengruppe and with Agora Energiewende. In addition, the South African members of
parliament met with the chairperson of the Committee on the Environment, Nature Conservation,
Building and Nuclear Safety, BÃ¤rbel HÃ¶hn, as well as with the chairperson of the Committee on
Economic Affairs and Energy, Dr. Peter Ramsauer.

In Hamburg presentations and discussions took place at the State Ministry for Urban Development
and the Environment, the World Future Council, the Hamburg Institute and the solar company
Conergy.

The meetings focused on the political framework and the financing of the energy tranisition, on
decentralising energy generation and energy systems, and on green jobs in the field of renewable
energy.

A trip to the energy self-sufficient village of Feldheim in Brandenburg, which has installed private local
heating and power grids, showed the group one of Germany's examples of local energy autonomy and
explored all aspects of the villageâ��s energy sources: Wind Energy, Biogas, Biomass, the Local
Heating Network, and Photovoltaics.

The program was sponsored by the German Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa.

https://www.ecologic.eu/visitors-program
https://www.ecologic.eu/493
http://www.bmwi.de/EN/Topics/energy.html
https://www.kfw.de/kfw.de-2.html
https://www.agora-energiewende.de/en/
http://www.hamburg.com
http://www.hamburg.com
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/
https://www.hamburg-institut.com/english-version.html
http://www.conergy.com
http://www.nef-feldheim.info
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