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Based on a comprehensive analysis of EU laws and nationally initiated policies in 28 Member States, a
new study led by Ecologic Institute assesses how existing EU legislation protects soils, identifying
gaps and incoherencies in policy coverage. While valuable, and in some cases strong, provisions for
soils are in place in EU law, several important weaknesses remain. Nationally initiated policies do not
consistently address these gaps in EU legislation, leading to a situation where requirements for soil
protection can vary significantly across Member States. The study provides an up-to-date
understanding of soil protection policies in Europe, delivering a baseline on which to discuss further
EU soil policy action. The study is available for download.
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