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A growing number of countries, regions and cities are adopting climate laws. These laws
share a number of features: legally binding reduction targets, emission budgets, review
systems and independent institutions to support decision making. These features are
essential to make climate laws effective. They are also crucial for the implementation of the
Paris Agreement.

The EU's current rules on climate action are comprehensive and detailed. However, they
lack many of these features. In this sense, the existing EU acquis falls short of what
countries and regions have adopted. It also falls short of what the full implementation of the
Paris Agreement implies. The Regulation on Governance for the Energy Union and Climate
Action addresses a number of existing shortcomings. It is a strong foundation for a Climate
Law for Europe. However, gaps remain that should be filled in a reform. These are the main
findings of a recently updated paper of Ecologic Institute, which is available for download.

Language

English

Authorship

Dr. Nils Meyer-Ohlendorf
Lisa Meinecke

Funding

European Parliament, The Greens/European Free Alliance (The Greens / EFA in the EP),
International

Published by

European Parliament, The Greens/European Free Alliance (The Greens / EFA in the EP),
International

Year

2018

https://www.ecologic.eu/report
https://www.ecologic.eu/627
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/


Dimension

28 pp.

Project

A Climate Law for Europe

Project ID

3527

Table of contents

1 Summary

2 Paris Agreement opens a new era of what is required for effective climate
governance

3 Climate laws around the world: What are the essential features?

4 Doesn't the EU already have a 'climate law'?

5 What's the added value of an EU climate law?

6 How would an EU climate law interact with other EU laws?

Keywords

Climate
EU
Governance
climate law, renewable energy, energy efficiency, transformation, decarbonisation,
Paris Agreement, European parliament, EU, legislation, legal acts, carbon footprint,
climate targets, governance regulation, Energy Union
Europe

Source URL: https://www.ecologic.eu/15657

https://www.ecologic.eu/15298
https://www.ecologic.eu/related/projectid/3527
https://www.ecologic.eu/climate
https://www.ecologic.eu/eu
https://www.ecologic.eu/governance

