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The problem of historical contamination remains an important gap in European policymaking on soils.
Political commitment is required to address the issue of historical contamination systematically by
providing a common EU framework to guide and facilitate activities at the national level, where in turn
establishing and implementing national strategies for managing soil contamination is important.
Finally, improving knowledge, sharing, and availability of existing information, and engaging
stakeholders in the process of remediating soil contamination is recommended by the authors, lead
by Ana Frelih-Larsen and Sophie Ittner of Ecologic Institute. The RECARE policy brief is available for
download.

Soil contamination is a major soil threat in Europe with a high potential risk for human and
environmental health. RECARE project tested and evaluated remediation measures in two historic
sites affected by contamination from industrial and mining activities. The findings show that
immobilization of contaminants in roots and soil (phytostabilization) is an effective measure to reduce
the impact of contamination in large contaminated areas. Phytostabilization, however, requires
careful and systematic monitoring. Moreover, a number of barriers limit the extent to which
remediation measures can be applied more broadly to remediate sites at a faster pace.

Several steps can be taken at EU and national level to increase the pace of remediating contaminated
sites. Prevention and limiting of polluting activities leading to new contamination are addressed in
several European policy instruments with room for improving implementation and enforcement.

Language
English
Authorship

Dr. Ana Frelih-Larsen

Sophie Ittner
Teodoro MaraA+A3n (Spanish National Research Council)



https://www.ecologic.eu/policy-brief
https://www.ecologic.eu/2351
https://www.ecologic.eu/15243

Narcisa Vrinceanu (Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu)

Credits

Layout: Arif Jensen (Ecologic Institute)

Funding

European Commission, Directorate-General Research & Innovation (DG Research & Innovation),
International

Year
2018
Dimension
8 pp.
Project

Preventing and Remediating Soil Degradation (RECARE)

Project ID
2730

Table of contents

Summary

Introduction

RECARE Project

RECARE Messages on Effective Remediation Measures
Barriers to Remediation of Soil Contamination
Recommendations,

References

Keywords

Agriculture

Cities

Land Use

soil management, agriculture, climate change, ecosystem services, soil functions
Europe, CopA[Ja MicA[], Romania, Guadiamar valley, Spain

layout, design

Source URL: https://www.ecologic.eu/16003


https://www.ecologic.eu/node/15426
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=home&lg=en
https://www.ecologic.eu/10518
https://www.ecologic.eu/related/projectid/2730
https://www.ecologic.eu/agriculture
https://www.ecologic.eu/cities
https://www.ecologic.eu/land-use

