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The Arctic environment faces many influences that threaten its very existence: climate change and its
impacts already present challenges for many ecosystems. Economic activities within the region, as
fisheries, shipping, mining and transport of resources as well as tourism, add to the pressures on the
environment. All states â�� including non-Arctic states â�� need to raise their ambitions for
environmental protection in the Arctic to maintain its current situation.

This research report contains the results of the UBA-project "Environmental guidelines of a German
Arctic policy". It highlights several starting points for the German environmental department to foster
environmental protection in the Arctic, even from a non-Arctic stateâ��s point of view. The report also
describes the activities undertaken within the project to raise awareness with the general public on
existing links between Germany and the Arctic. Those activities include inter alia an explanatory video
and a public event.
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