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Since the signing of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, climate protection and the reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions are binding targets for many countries. However, total global emissions have not
reached intended targets, indicated by the continued increase in CO2, which is the most significant
greenhouse gas.

In 2006 total global CO2 emissions reached 29 Billion tonnes, representing a 2.6% increase over the
preceding year and an increase of nearly a third from 1990. In his report, Dr. Hans-Joachim Ziesing,
Senior Policy Advisor at Ecologic, presents the development of emissions in the EU and proposes a
common implementation of climate protection targets to insure the EU's leading role in climate
protection.
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