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Structure of the workshop 

The vision of NETGREEN 

Policy questions to identify indicators  

Choosing the right indicators  

Stakeholder Interviews - Which 

information to provide with the 

indicators  

External initiatives 
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Expected outcomes of the workshop 

Decision on which type of indicators 

should be included 

Determining the information that should 

be provided with the indicators (criteria) 

Insight on what the user interface 

should be like 

Ideas of synergies with other projects 
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The challenge – Analysing the green economy in Silos  

11/06/2014 

 
4 

Developers  of Indicators 

Environmental 
Policy  

Labour Market  
Policy  

Economic Policy  

Transport Policy  

Energy Policy  

Social Policy  

Resource 
Efficiency  

Policy  

Economists 

Climate 
modellers 

Sociologists 

Material Flow 
scientists 

Hydrologists  

Air pollution 
modellers 

Users of Indicators 
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A database for indicators  
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The 
NETGREEN 

Database and 
Website  

A relational 
database 

clarifying the 
strengths, 

weaknesses and 
relationships of 

indicators  

A dictionary 
helping to 

understand 
potential pitfalls 

of interpretations 

A translation 
tool from policy 
question to an 

indicator choice 

A 
communication 
tool supporting 

policy discussions 
across silos 
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What NETGREEN will NOT do 

Store data for indicators 

Select indicators for users 

Analyze data for users 

Describe in detail ALL indicators in the 

database (only selected indicators) 
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Case 1: Poland – Designing a new Energy Policy 

Member of the 
taskforce 

recommends using 
the NETGREEN tool 

Task force  uses the 
NETGREEN interface 

to select policy issues 
and questions 

A list of indicators is 
suggested based on 
their policy issues 

and questions 

For each selected 
indicator, they read 

the provided 
technical information 

They  follow the links 
to the data providing 

websites and 
download data for 
selected indicators 

there. 

Poland aspires to improve its economic performance and public services. At 
the same time, a task force in the Polish Energy department is 
commissioned to draft strategies to become less dependant on natural gas 
imports while honouring climate change and environmental commitments. 

The task force selects indicators from the list of suggested indicators and saves the 
list for future reference. They base their analysis on these indicators. 
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Case 2: UK – Challenging European policy on resource use 

The NGO staff 
drafts a list of 

indicators they 
think could be 

useful. 

The NGO staff 
searches online to fill 

indicator gaps and 
finds the NETGREEN 

tool 

They browse 
indicators by issue 

and data 
availability date. 

They filter indicator 
suggestions to have 

indicators developed 
by National Statistics 

Offices 

They also browse for 
indicators by policy 
question and find 

indicators they had 
not considered. 

A Europe-wide, UK-based NGO wants to inform and encourage 
European policy makers to most effectively limit natural resource 
consumption.  

The NGO uses the links from both searches and explore the data. This gives them 
the information they need to decide on an approach to measuring natural resource 
consumption. 
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Case 3: Germany – Looking for arguments on land use 
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Publication of 
report by a right 
wing think tank 

A Google search 
for indicators leads 
the left wing think 
tank to NETGREEN 

Full text search 
allows them to find 
pitfalls of individual 
indicators used by 

the opponent 

Identification of flaws 
in arguments of the 

opponent 

New statement on 
land use policy 

A left wing think tank in Germany uses the NETGREEN database to 
look out for potential flaws in an argument about land use made by a 
right wing think tank. 

The new statement on land use policy enables the left wing think tank to gain some 
recognition for ist viewpoints and make the political debate more balanced. 
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Case 4: Portugal – Preparing for a green industrial policy 

11/06/2014 10 

Employees of the 
statistical office 

learn about 
NETGREEN through 
a blog post shared 

on LinkedIn 

They select policy 
questions of interest 
to their assignment 

They are given a list 
of suggested 

indicators and filter 
them for data 
availability for 

Portugal 

If data for an 
indicator is not 

available for 
Portugal, they  check 

alternative 
indicators. 

They  list indicators 
for which data is not 
available at all for a 

gap analysis. 

Based on available indicators, the statistical office provides advice to the 
departments on which indicators they should use for which type of analysis. 

The Portuguese government must establish a program to monitor 
acceleration of greening the economy and the costs of this acceleration. 
Ministries collaborate with the statistical office. 
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Web Interface of NETGREEN Database 
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Indicator 
Grouping + 
Selection 

 
Policy 

Questions 

 
Use  

Cases 

Users‘ 
Selection 
Criteria 

 
Indicator 

Specification 
(„columns“) 

 

relational database 

 

friendly User Interface (UI) 
providing targeted information  
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Web Interface of NETGREEN Database 
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Web Interface of NETGREEN Database 
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Value added of NETGREEN 

Providing overview 

information to specialists  

Showing the relations between 

information sets and policy 

issues  

Giving aides to interpretation 

by showing indicators that 

help understanding others  

Providing information on how 

to use indicators and not only 

“on indicators” 
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Accelerate 
progress towards 

the green 
economy by 

using the right 
indicators 
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Questions 

1. Do you think that the database of 

NETGREEN could help the target 

audience?  

2. Do you think that we have the right user 

cases in mind?  

3. Do you think that the problems that we 

sketch in the user cases are relevant?   

4. What suggestions and ideas do you have 

on the user interface? 
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List of Partners 

Ecologic Institute 

CEPS  The Centre for European                          
Policy Studies  

NEF Economics as if People and                         
the Planet mattered  

Green Economy Coalition  

CENSE Centre for Environmental and 
Sustainability Research  

LEI – Wageningen UR  
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