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Subject Outline 

 Conceptualizing LDN: the conceptual framework for LDN 

 

 Implementing LDN: examples from the LDN pilot project 

and opportunities for LDN implementation in the EU 



Land Degradation Neutrality Subject Subject 

“A state whereby the amount 

and quality of land resources 

necessary to support 

ecosystem functions and 

services and enhance food 

security remain stable or 

increase within specified 

temporal and spatial scales 

and ecosystems” 



Scientific conceptual 

framework for LDN 

Subject Subject 



Subject Subject 

Vision of LDN 

 
to sustain and improve the stocks 

of land-based natural capital and 

the associated flows of ecosystem 

services, in order to support the 

future prosperity and security of 

humankind 



Subject Subject 

Mechanism for achieving 

neutrality 

 
Counterbalancing future land 

degradation (anticipated losses) 

through planned measures to 

achieve equivalent gains elsewhere 

within the same land type 

 

“like for like” 

 

Neutrality = no net loss compared 

to the reference state 



Subject Subject 

Response Hierarchy 

 
Avoiding degradation is the highest 

priority, followed by reducing 

degradation and finally reversing 

past degradation 



Subject Subject 

Planning and monitoring 

 

LDN introduces a new approach in 

which land degradation 

management is coupled with land 

use planning 

 

Neutrality is assessed by 

monitoring the LDN indicators 

relative to a fixed baseline 



Subject LDN Target Setting Programme  



Subject Building block 1: Leveraging LDN 

WHY does LDN matter 

to the country? 

 

WHAT to leverage? 

 

WHO to engage? 

 



Subject What to leverage? 

 

...in Belarus 

• LDN integrated into national strategic 

documents and programmes: 

o National Sustainable Socio-Economic 

Development Strategy up to 2030; 

o Strategy of Implementation of the 

UNCCD; and  

o 2016-2020 National Action 

Programme for the Prevention of 

Land (and Soil) Degradation.  

 

• A specific LDN target related to the 

ecological rehabilitation of depleted 

peatland  integrated into the nationally 

determined contribution (NDC) 

 



Subject What to leverage in the EU? 

 

European 

Environment Agency, 

“The direct and 

indirect impacts of EU 

policies on land” 

 
Online: 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publi

cations/impacts-of-eu-policies-

on-land 



Subject What to leverage in the EU? 

 
“By 2020, EU policies take into account their direct and indirect impact on land 

use in the EU and globally, and the rate of land take is on track with an aim to 

achieve no net land take by 2050; soil erosion is reduced and the soil organic 

matter increased, with remedial work on contaminated sites well underway”.  

The 2011 Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe  

 
“By 2020 land is managed sustainably in the Union, soil is adequately 

protected and the remediation of contaminated sites is well underway.” 

General Union Environment action programme to 2020 'Living well, within the limits of 

our planet' (7EAP) 

 

“By 2020, ecosystems and their services are maintained and enhanced by 

establishing green infrastructure and restoring at least 15% of degraded 

ecosystems.”  
EU biodiversity strategy to 2020  

 

“Binding target of an at least 40% domestic reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2030 compared to 1990” 

Intended Nationally Determined Contribution of the EU and its Member States 

 



Subject Building block 2: Assessing LDN 

• WHAT is the 

baseline? 

 

• WHAT are the 

drivers? 

 

• WHICH indicators 

to use? 

 

• WHICH data 

sources to use? 

 



Subject Which indicators to use? 

 

...in Namibia 

• Land cover 

• Land productivity 

• Soil organic carbon 

 

• Additional Indicator: Bush 

Encroachment 



Subject 

• In Costa Rica, global data showed a 0.16% increase in forest cover 

between 2000 and 2010, while national data suggested a larger increase 

of 4.7%.  

 

 
• Use of official national 

data is encouraged to 

increase country 

ownership 

Which data sources to use? 

 

...in Costa Rica 



Subject 
...and in the EU? 

Land take Soil erosion 

Soil organic carbon 

Soil moisture 

Some example of available indicators/data 

Land productivity dynamics Land cover 



Subject Building block 3: Setting LDN targets 

WHAT is the level of 

ambition? 

 

WHICH measures 

to implement? 

 

 



Subject Building block 3: Setting LDN targets 

...in Costa Rica 
“Costa Rica logrará para el año 2025, con una evaluación en el 2020, la 

Degradación Neutral de la Tierra” 

...in Senegal 
“Superficie dégradée 6 860 900 ha (34% de la superficie totale): Il faut un effort 

annuel soutenu de 480 263 ha par an à partir de 2020 pour tendre vers la 

neutralité 2035” 

...in Ethiopia 
“By 2036, ensure the rehabilitation and improvement of the productivity of about 

21 M ha of forest land…”  

...in Namibia 
“Reduce bush encroachment on 1,9 M ha by 2040” 

 

*The above targets are taken from the countries’ pilot project reports.  

In same cases, they are only preliminary targets and where set before the adoption of the SDGs. 

For instance, Costa Rica’s preliminary target was proposed with the disclaimer that more national data are needed.  

For Ethiopia and Namibia, the above targets are only 1 of the 9 and 6 targets set by the two countries respectively. 



Subject ...and in the EU? 

“By 2020 … the rate of land take is on track with an aim to 

achieve no net land take by 2050…” 

 

Can this be consider as a specific LDN target in the EU? Can 

the ambition level be raised by Member States to correspond 

to the SDG ambition level of reaching LDN by 2030? 

 

Which other existing targets and commitments can be 

leveraged? 
 



Subject Building block 4: Achieving LDN 

WHICH transformative 

LDN projects can be 

identified? 

 

WHICH innovative 

sources of finance can 

be mobilized? 

 

WHICH partnerships 

can be established? 
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