
The EU on the road to COP26

Dr. Camilla Bausch

6 May 2021



Many consider it the most important COP since 2015
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UNFCCC was 
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Many consider it the most important COP since 2015

26th meeting of the 

UNFCCC Parties 

(COP26), 

16th meeting of the KP 

parties to the (CMP16), 

3rd meeting of the PA 

parties (CMA3). 
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„
Ultimate objective of the UNFCCC & all related instruments

„… stabilization of greenhouse gas 

concentrations in the atmosphere at a level 

that would prevent dangerous 

anthropogenic interference with the 

climate system. …” (Article 2 UNFCCC)

“… holding the increase in the global average 
temperature to well below 2 °C, … and pursuing 

efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C” 

(Article 2 Paris Agreement)
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Because … climate change is dangerous

Source: IPCC, 1.5 degree report, 2018
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… and claim painful losses

Source: IPCC, 1.5 degree report, 2018

Last chance to see…
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The global 

community is 

not on track

Climate Action Tracker 2021: 

Climate Analytics, New Climate, Ecofys, PIK

NDC synthesis

report by

UNFCCC 

Secretariat

UNEP Gap 

report
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Fatih Birol, IEA: Widening gap betw. political commitments & 

what is happening in reality with emissions reductions



We need a decade of ambition & action

Source: IPCC, 

1.5 degree

report, 2018

Alok Sharma 

(UK)  – incoming

COP President: 

„We must halve

global emissions

by 2030“

IPCC

For 1.5°C: - 45 % CO2

emissions from 2010 

level by 2030 & net 

zero around 2050. 

For 2°C, - 25 % CO2

emissions from 2010 

level by 2030 & reach 

net zero around 2070. 

Deep reductions 

required for non-CO2

emissions.
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Science underscores: Reducing fossil fuel use is key

Source: IPCC, 1.5 degree report, 2018

AFOLU: Agriculture, Forestry & other Land Use

BECSS: Bio energy CCS
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Vom Wissen zum Handeln: Globaler Klimaschutz und lokale Aktion 11

Purpose (Art. 2)

Mitigation – Adaptation – Finance flows

All Parties to take and communicate efforts towards 

purpose + “progression over time” (Art. 3)
L&D 

(Art. 8)

Sinks 

(Art. 5)

Mechanism

s (Art. 6)

Mitigation 
(Art. 4)

Peaking + 
rapid 

reductions + 
balance

NDCs every 5 
years + 

“progression”

Long-term 
strategies

Adaptation 
(Art. 7)

Capacity + 
resilience + 

vulnerabilities

Cooperation + 
planning

Adaptation 
communicatio

n

Finance
(Art. 9)

Assist 
developing 
countries

Provision and 
mobilisation of 

support 
(differentiated)

Biennial 
information ex 

ante  
(differentiated)

Capacity 
b.(Art. 11)

Enhance 
capacity and 

ability of 
developing 
countries

Cooperation

Regular 
communication 
of CB activities

Technology 
(Art. 10)

Fully realize 
tech 

development 
and transfer

Strengthen 
cooperative 

action

Support 
innovation

Stocktake every 5 years of collective progress towards purpose and long-term goals (Art. 14)

Transparenc
y (Art. 13)

Trust + 
confidence + 

effective 
implementation

information on 
mitigation, 

adaptation and 
support (partly 
differentiated)

Expert review + 
multilateral 

consideration

Objectives

Means

Feed into stocktake
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Education

(Art. 12)

Source: Bodle & 

Oberthür

(2017), in: Klein 

et al (eds.), 

The Paris 

Agreement on 

Climate Change  
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4 Goals / key topics on agenda of incoming COP Presidency

Step change in emission reduction commitments: 

- address gap between current NDCs & what is required to keep 1.5°C within reach; 

- collective commitment to achieving net zero emissions

Strengthen adaptation: including significant increase in the scale of adaptation finance

Getting finance flowing for climate action: including delivering on the $100 billion 

mobilisation goal and starting talks on the post-2025 goal in earnest

Enhance international collaboration, including for the COP26 campaigns on energy 

transition, clean road transport and nature
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https://ukcop26.org/uk-presidency/campaigns/


Key: Link it to green recovery

“As part of this UK-Italy 

Presidency Partnership 

year, we agree on the 

need to build back 

better following the 

impact of COVID-19. …

green and resilient 

recovery that promotes 

sustainable growth and 

jobs”

•. 

Source: Green 

Recovery Tracker

Green Spending Share
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On the way to Glasgow

• Biden Climate Summit (22 April)

• Petersberg Climate Dialog (6-7 May)

• SB52 (31 May – 17 June) 

• G7-Summit  (UK Presidency, 11-13 June)

• PreCOP (IT presides, 28 Sept. – 2 Oct)

• G20-Summit (Italian Presidency – 30-31 October)

• COP26 (UK in partnership w/ IT – 1-12 November)

Upfront: joint US CH statement; 

Summit announcement i.a. new

NDC for USA and promises on 

financial support…

UK & Italy: 

“We will leverage our G7 and G20 Presidencies 

to drive forward the COP26 campaigns.”

„build back better

… create greener

& more

prosperous

future“

„People.Planet.Prosperity.“

Today Envi

Minister 

meet
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USA – John Kerry: Goal for 

international community to adopt a 

2050 net zero target in Glasgow 



„I want Europe to become the first 
climate-neutral continent in the 
world by 2050. (…) 

Our current goal of reducing our 
emissions by 40% by 2030 is not 
enough. 

To make this happen, I will put 
forward a Green Deal for Europe in 
my first 100 days in office. 

I will put forward the first ever
European Climate Law which will set
the 2050 target into law. “

16 July 2019

Updated EU NDC 

submitted

December 2020: 

55%

April 2021: 

Council & EP 

reach agreement

Foto: E. Ansotte

The EU on the road to COP26 15

In June 2021, EU COM to 

present proposals for 

implementing the climate targets

U.v.d. Leyen´s European Green Deal



Source: 

European 

Commission
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Concrete action? It depends: Sector comparison 2015/2030
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Assumptions on transport demand 
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Increase 2030 v. 2015 
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Ecologic Institute

Pfalzburger Str. 43/44

10717 Berlin

Germany

Tel. +49 (30) 86880-0

ecologic.eu

Thank you!

Dr. Camilla Bausch

director@ecologic.eu

@BauschCamilla


