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Welcome and framing

Presentation of the report and key insights

Panel discussion with 

Cécile Hanou, Head of Unit C2 at DG CLIMA, EU Commission

Jytte Guteland, Member of the EP, rapporteur on the EU Climate Law

Eduardo Santos, Head of the Climate Department at the Portuguese 

Environment Agency, representing the EU Presidency 

Q&A session with the audience

Wrap-up



Ground rules
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Your microphones are muted during this event.

For questions to the speakers and panel please use the Q&A function. 

You can upvote questions you find relevant.

Please use the chat if you experiences any technical problems. 

This event is being recorded and will be made available online 

afterwards.
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A net zero indicator

framework for planning and

reporting

& 

Integrating net zero

indicators into existing

policy processes
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Measuring progress towards climate neutrality



PART I: 

ASSESSING STRUCTURAL CHANGE 

THROUGH NET ZERO INDICATORS



What 

constitutes a 

climate neutral 

future?
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Source: COM (2018): A clean planet for all



Sectoral and 

horizontal 

elements
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio 



Our concept 

to derive 

indicators
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio 



Zero Carbon 

Energy
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Describes progress towards switching to a net zero 

emissions energy system by 2050

Objectives: 

32 % RES in 2030 

No unabated fossil fuel in 2050

Enablers:

E1: Supporting regulatory frameworks

E2: Infrastructure to enable a secure transition

E3: Reducing total energy consumption



Zero Carbon 

Energy
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Continues on next page



Zero Carbon 

Energy
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Source: own presentation

Continued



Net zero 

transition finance
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Describes progress towards net zero compatible financial 

system and investments flows

Objectives: 

Additional investments (vs baseline) in the EU energy sector 

EUR 63 and 114 billion per year from 2021 to 2030

EUR 176 to 290 billion per year from 2031 to 2050. 

Enablers:

E1: Orient public funds towards the transition

E2: Enabling regulatory framework

E3: Align the financial system with climate



Net zero 

transition finance
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Progress 

measurement –

an illustration
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Approach derived from the EU SDG-Monitoring:

• Based on the compound annual growth rate 

• Comparison of actual trend and required development 

over a given period

• Also allows for composite values of single indicators and 

for an element as a whole



Zero Carbon 

Energy
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Source: own presentation based on data from Eurostat and target values from RED and LTS. The 

trend is 64% of the required change to meet the 2030 and 60% to reach the 2050 target value. 

Illustrative progress measurement:



Net zero 

transition finance
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Source: own presentation based on Eurostat data and target value from COM working paper: Analysis associated with the Resource 

Efficiency Roadmap. The trend is -10 % of the required change to reach the 2020 target value and 0.8% in the wrong direction. 

Illustrative progress measurement:



Moving w/o 

emissions

22Measuring progress towards climate neutrality – Report launch – 24 June 2021

Source: own presentation based on data from Eurostat (EU 28) using data on inland waterways for domestic navigation and 2050 target 

values from the LTS. The trend is -18 % (road), 100 % (rail), -339 % (inland waterways) of the required change to reach the 2050 target.

Illustrative progress measurement:



Climate neutral 

Governance
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Source: own presentation based on an evaluation of national governance systems, only counting advisory bodies still 

in use. Target value is based on expert judgement. The trend is 56 % of the required change to reach the 2025 target.

Illustrative progress measurement:
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A scoreboard 

– an example

based on single 

indicators for each 

element

Source: own presentation based on single indicators for each element. 



Conclusions
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The EU needs to keep track of whether it is on the path to net zero.

This indicator framework can help to:

• Improve planning and reporting while avoiding blind spots

• Inform about overall progress as well as on specific enablers 

What it needs: 

• Harmonisation and centralisation of existing data

• New data in specific elements

• Target setting in specific elements
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PART II: 

INTEGRATING INDICATORS IN EU 

GOVERNANCE PROCESSES



Policy 

processes in 

need of 

indicators for 

climate 

neutrality 
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio 



Timeline of

relevant 

processes
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio 



Conclusions
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→ EU needs ability to measure progress towards climate 

neutrality = implies tracking structural change, below surface

→ Several processes need / are developing indicators

→ The parallel processes present an opportunity for a 

common indicator set – more efficient, more transparent

→ COM should start transparent development of methodology

→ Integration needs to start straight away – processes must 

be connected in 2021

→ Plus: EU LTS updating and Governance Regulation revision
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Ecologic Institute

Pfalzburger Str. 43/44

10717 Berlin

Germany

Tel. +49 (30) 86880-0

ecologic.eu

Thank you for your participation and 

see you soon! 
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