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Why carry	out	this study?

To	what	extent	are	NBS-related	concepts	reflected	in	and	
supported	by	current	EU	& Member	State	policy	frameworks?	

Does	this	vary	across	sectors?	Or	by	type	of	NBS?	Or	by	
the	bindingness of	the	instrument?

Do	Member	State	discourses	and	policy	developments	mirror	
or	rather	disregard	those	of	the	EU?	

What	potential	policy	opportunities	are	available	to	enhance	
NBS	planning	and	deployment?
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Approach

Selection	of	relevant	EU	and	national	policy	instruments

Design	of	assessment	framework	(including	e.g.	type	of	NBS	
intervention,	nature	of	instrument,	level	of	support	...)

Interviews	with	national	experts

Qualitative	and	
quantitative	analysis

325/10/2017 McKenna Davis, NBS2017, Tallinn 



www.ecologic.eu eco
logic

25/10/2017 4McKenna Davis, NBS2017, Tallinn 



www.ecologic.eu eco
logic

NBS-related	concepts
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EU	Findings:	Concepts	and	terms	
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EU	Findings:	Types	of	NBS	interventions
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EU	Findings:	Nature	of	policy	instruments
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Inclusion	of	mandatory	requirements	
or	standards

Encouragement	of	voluntary	action

Statement	which	relates	to	NBS	
thematic,	but	which	does	not	
encourage,	nor	require	action.
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EU	Findings:	Implicit	vs.	explicit	support
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Sweden

Green	Infrastructure	and	ES

Swedish	Env.	Protection	Agency,	National	
Board	for	Housing,	Building	and	Planning

Swedish	Strategy	on	BD	and	ES	(2014)	à
valuation	of	ES	and	mandatory	Regional	
Action	Plans	for	GI	by	2018
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Germany

Green	Infrastructure,	urban	green	(space)

Environmental	Ministry	(enlarged	by	
‘building’	topic)	

White	paper	and	urban	development	
fund	“Green	in	the	City”,	Federal	concept	
on	GI	(2017)
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Spain

Green	Infrastructure,	ecosystem-based	
solutions,	(NBS)

Ministry	of	Agriculture,	Food	and	
Environment

Law	on	Natural	Heritage	and	Biodiversity	
(2007),	Strategy	for	Urban	and	Local	
Sustainability	(2011)

25/10/201725/10/2017 McKenna Davis, NBS2017, Tallinn 



www.ecologic.eu eco
logic

Future	perspectives
EU-level

Ongoing	support	through	sectoral polices	and	financial	instruments	(e.g.	H2020,	
ERDF:	Urban	Innovation	Actions)

TEN-G (‘funding	of	GI	projects’)	as	new	EU	funding	instrument	for	GI	post-2020

National	level

Several	supporting	processes	in	place	and	planned	(e.g.	upcoming	Spanish	National	
GI	Strategy	in	2018)

Expected	impacts	of	current/planned	policies:	increased	NBS	employment,	GI	in	
urban	and	rural	areas	(e.g.	the	use	of	cemeteries,	information	on	costs	&	benefits)

Potential	for	stronger	linkages	with	well-being	and	preventive	health	care	policies
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Helping	hand?	Or	a	thorn	in	the	foot?

Current	policy	frameworks	do	provide	a	basis	for	supporting	NBS-
related	concepts,	but…

• Lacking	quantitative	and	measurable	targets

• Need	stronger	focus	on	creation	of	new	spaces,	alongside	
restoration	and	maintenance/management	actions

• Untapped	potential	to	deploy	NBS	in	urban	areas

Uptake	depends	largely	on	MS	self-initiative	and	commitment,	but…

• Cities	and regions are more likely to have supportive NBS	policies if
one exists at	higher governance level (Urban	MAES	Report,	2016)

• Mandatory standards or measures across EU	policies could help
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Thank	You!

McKenna Davis
Ecologic Institut, Pfalzburger Str. 43-44, D-10717 Berlin

mckenna.davis{at}ecologic{dot}eu

www.ecologic.eu
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