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• Horizon 2020, 4-year project funded by the European
Commission;

• Involving 14 institutions across Europe: urban development,
geography, innovation studies and economics;

• Seeks to develop understanding of what NBS can achieve,
examine how innovation can be fostered in this domain, and
contribute to realising the potential of NBS for responding to
urban sustainability challenges.
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EU and 
National 
Policies to 
Support NBS 

 To what extent are NBS-related concepts reflected in 
and supported by current EU policy frameworks? 

 Do Member State discourses and policy developments 
mirror or rather disregard those of the EU? 

 What potential policy opportunities are available to 
enhance NBS planning and deployment?
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EU Findings: 
Nature of 
policy 
instruments
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EU Findings: 
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National 
examples: 
Sweden and 
Germany
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Sweden

Green Infrastructure and ES

Swedish Env. Protection Agency, National 
Board for Housing, Building and Planning

Swedish Strategy on BD and ES (2014) 
valuation of ES and mandatory Regional 
Action Plans for GI by 2018

Germany

Green Infrastructure, urban green (space)

Environmental Ministry (enlarged by 
‘building’ topic) 

White paper and urban development 
fund “Green in the City”, Federal concept 
on GI (2017)



Helping hand? 
Or a thorn in 
the foot?

 Current policy frameworks do provide a basis for supporting 
NBS-related concepts, but…

 Lacking quantitative and measurable targets

 Need stronger focus on creation of new spaces, alongside 
restoration and maintenance/management actions

 Untapped potential to deploy NBS in urban areas

 Uptake depends largely on MS self-initiative and 
commitment, but…

 Cities and regions are more likely to have supportive NBS 
policies if one exists at higher governance level (Urban MAES 
Report, 2016)

 Mandatory standards or measures across EU policies could 
help
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