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Key EU policies supporting NBS

Source: adapted from European Environment Agency, 2021 – Report 01/2021
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Selection of EU policies supporting NBS

Source: adapted from European Environment Agency, 2021 – Report 01/2021
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EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Urban Greening Plans

EU Restoration Law 

Source: European Commission, 2020
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EU Biodiversity

Strategy to

2030

https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/plp_uploads/events/Webinars/_EUGreenWeek/Biodiversity_2030_-_Karin_Zaunberger.pdf

Source: European Commission, 2020

 Spotlight on green infrastructure for adaptation and disaster risk 

reduction

 EU Urban Greening Platform – Green City Accord

▪ DG ENV, ICLEI and Eurocities prepared guidance for Urban Greening 

Plans – official launch during the EU Regions Week on 13 October 

(Launch of the Urban Greening Plans: what it means for my city or 

region ONLINE)

 Transformative change requires the promotion of NBS

 Increased investment in natural capital and unlocking of at least EU 

30 billion / year to be spent on nature

 Ambition to create binding EU Restoration Law

https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/plp_uploads/events/Webinars/_EUGreenWeek/Biodiversity_2030_-_Karin_Zaunberger.pdf
https://eu.app.swapcard.com/event/euregionsweek-2022/planning/UGxhbm5pbmdfOTYwNDA1
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Source: 

https://www.urbanbynature.eu/news/belgrad

es-urban-greening-plan-makes-history

Belgrade’s Urban Greening Plan

 Created Urban Greening Plan for a Linear Park along former railway 

corridor along the Danube 

 Aim: improve microclimate within the park, support biodiversity,                    

and ensure co-benefits for public health and resident well-

being by creating ecological corridor

 Process began in 2019 with a public survey on urban nature,        

landscape architectural design competition, and finalization of winning 

proposal after public comment (adopted by EC in June 2022)

 Plan also lists green roofs and green walls as obligatory elements of any 

new construction adjacent to the park

https://clevercities.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Belgrade_page/Urban_Plan_of_Detailed_Regulation_for_the_Linear_Park_-_Belgrade_SECTIONS_1_.pdf


8

 Proposal adopted by European Commission in June 2022

 Focus on large-scale restoration of degraded ecosystems, particularly 

to capture and store carbon and minimize natural disaster impacts

 Urban ecosystem target: no net loss of green urban space by 2030; 

3% increase in the total area covered by green urban space by 2040 

and 5% increase by 2050 (as compared to 2021); minimum of 10 % 

urban tree canopy cover by 2050 

 Further targets based on existing legislation across habitat types

 Next steps: 

▪ Discussion in the European Parliament and Council; adoption expected 

by March 2024

▪ EU countries expected to submit National Restoration Plans to the 

Commission within two years of the Regulation coming into force

Proposal for 

a binding EU 

Restoration 

Law

Source: European Commission, 2020



EU Adaptation Strategy
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Outlines long-term vision for EU to become a climate-resilient society, 

adapted to the unavoidable impacts of climate change by 2050

Increased focus on … 

 Systemic / integrative and transformative approach across policy fields and  governance 

levels

 Development of adaptation strategies on regional and local level, including the 

implementation of solutions (moving from planning to action) 

 Nature-based solutions for adaptation as one of three cross-cutting priorities



 Launched in May 2016 to stimulate urban growth, liveability and innovation and tackle social 

challenges and renewed in 2021 through the Ljubljana Agreement

 Develops actions to improve existing regulations around urban areas, support/improve innovative 

funding, and share/develop knowledge (data, studies, good practices)

 New, multi-level working method promoting cooperation between Member States, cities, the 

European Commission, and other stakeholders

 Launching a new thematic partnership on Greening Cities – applications until September 16th

▪ Call for Partners: Urban Agenda for the EU Partnerships on Greening Cities (europa.eu)
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https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/urban-agenda/news/call-partners-urban-agenda-eu-partnerships-greening-cities-and-sustainable-tourism


Need to integrate NBS into urban 

planning and policies

Policy instruments and their

governance act as critical enablers

or barriers to adoption

„Shift from government to

governance“ (UNaLab Municipal 

Governance Guidelines)
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Lack of specific and proven local

policy instrument examples in 

support of NBS, especially

regarding new approaches to

governance … until now!

Translating EU ambition into local action
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https://interlace-

hub.com/urban-

governance-atlas

Urban Governance Atlas 

● Interactive online database (currently in Beta format)

● 250 policy instruments from the EU / CELAC / beyond 

● Inspire action through the exploration of good practice  

policy instruments

● Includes: factors making instruments successful, financing, 

lessons learned in design, implementation and governance

● Foster ecologically coherent, inclusive planning for urban 

ecosystem restoration and green space planning

● Four types of policy instruments featured: 

● Legislative, regulatory, and strategic

● Economic and fiscal

● Agreement-based or cooperative

● Knowledge, communication and innovation

https://interlace-hub.com/urban-governance-atlas


13

Urban Governance Atlas: Spotlight on the NL 

https://interlace-hub.com/urban-governance-atlas

https://interlace-hub.com/urban-governance-atlas
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