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Scene from the film “A plastic planet”
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What we do
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• Every year, 6 to 26 million tonnes of plastic litter end up in the 

oceans.

• Sources are to 80% land-based.

• Only 1% of the marine litter is found at the surface.

Plastics in the 

environment –

the challenge
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Discussion in Germany: 

Still trying to “understand” the problem…

 Implementation of EU Directive on 

single-use plastics (SUPs)

Packaging

Microplastics

▪ In soils

▪ In freshwater and salt-water ecosystems

▪ in the air

Circular economy

Sewage treatment plants
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…while NGOs & science urge to take action

Precautionary principle: 

Environmental policy 

to minimize (cut off!) inputs 

of plastics into the environment 
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Where does the 

plastic waste come 

from?
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A large part of the 

problem is 

“invisible”
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All Blue Slide Type 



“Global flows of junk”

Only high-value plastic materials (i.e. PET 

& HDPE) are recycled in the Global North

 Jan. 2018: import ban from China

 2018: Huge increase in Malaysia and 

Thailand (more than double), 

while imports in China fell by > 90%
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The plastics lobby is strong

 In the run-up towards the EU

Plastics Strategy, the European

Commission had 92 meetings

with externals:

▪ 70 with representatives from industry

▪ 16 with NGOs

▪ 6 with other organisations
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Problem is obvious – what is the solution?

Global level: High Ambition Coalition to End Plastic Pollution

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZojOyStOcc

As of March 2023, 50 Members (incl. EU)

 “A group of like-minded countries has taken the initiative to form 

a coalition of ambitious countries following the adoption of 

resolution 5/14 “End Plastic Pollution: Towards an International 

Legally Binding Instrument” by the UN Environment Assembly in 

March 2022. The High Ambition Coalition is Co-Chaired by 

Norway and Rwanda as announced during UNEA5.2.”
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HAC Three global strategic goals

HAC

 Three global strategic goals:

1. Restrain plastic consumption and 

production to sustainable levels

2. Enable a circular economy for plastics 

that protects the environment and 

human health

3. Achieve environmentally sound 

management and recycling of plastic 

waste
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Source: https://hactoendplasticpollution.org/
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HAC Seven deliverables for success

HAC

Key deliverables for success:

1. Eliminate problematic plastics, including by bans and restrictions.

2. Develop global sustainability criteria and standards for plastics.

3. Set global baselines and targets for sustainability throughout the lifecycle of plastics.

4. Ensure transparency in the value chain of plastics, including for material and chemical 

composition.

5. Establish mechanisms for strengthening commitments, targets and controls over time.

6. Implement monitoring and reporting at each stage through the lifecycle of plastics.

7. Facilitate effective technical and financial assistance, scientific and socio-economic 

assessments.
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Discussion:

Global level

What do you think of the HAC goals & deliverables?

National level

Reflections on the regulations that are in place in your home country (or any 

other country of choice) regarding plastics regulation (e.g., plastic bag bans or 

taxes, recycling regulation, sorting, dumping, importing of e.g. textiles, etc.).
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Plastics and Textiles. 
The waste problem and 

potential solutions 
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nylon Synthetic fibresPolyester

Acrylic
Poly-
amide

Elastane
/ lycra / 
spandex

Nylon

Rayon / 
viscoseSemi-synthetic

fibres

Lyocell

Plastics in 

textiles 
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Environmental impacts of synthetic fibres
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Plastic packaging along the textile supply chain 
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Synthetic fibres on the rise
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Fast Fashion and the (plastic) waste problem

23

European Environment Agency, February 2023Plastic Atlas 2019 / Kirchain / WRI
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EU exports of used textiles, by receiving country, 2000, 2010 and 2019, million kilograms
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The waste

problem

Similar situation in 

Ghana

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Ichj0ac3V_Y&t=

116s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ichj0ac3V_Y&t=116s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ichj0ac3V_Y&t=116s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ichj0ac3V_Y&t=116s
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▪ Prolong the use phase of textiles

▪ Foster repair and reuse 

▪ Design for longevity 

▪ Design for recyclability 

▪ Increase use of recycled fibres

▪ Phase out hazardous chemicals

▪ Increase transparency 

EU vision of a circular textile economy
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Solutions for more circular textiles 

Title: Study on the Technical, Regulatory, Economic and 

Environmental Effectiveness of Textile Fibres Recycling

Funding: European Commission

Duration: Sep 2020 – Oct 2021 

Partner: VITO (Belgium), Centexbel (Belgium)

What did we do? Analysis of existing regulatory framework, 

identification of barriers, developing policy options 

27Lighthouse Textile Recycling 



Barriers for textile-to-textile recycling
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Limited 

feedstock 

availabilities 

Low 

recycling 

capacities 

Lack of 

information  

Input: 

used textile waste

Output: 

recycled fibres

Process: 

sorting and recycling

Lack of 

demand 

High costs

Green-

washing 

claims
Low quality 
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Lack of 

information 

hampers 

recycling 
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Enhancing

transparency
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Design for

circularity

▪ applicable to products 

produced in or imported 

to the EU

▪ Eliminate the worst 

performing textile 

products from the 

market

▪ Reduce amount of 

textile waste that needs 

to be incinerated, 

landfilled or exported
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Summary 
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Questions for discussion 

 Who is responsible for improving textile waste situation? Who should take action? 

▪ Producers (companies, countries?) – safe products of high quality, take back products after use?

▪ Consumers (waste exporting countries?) – make rules for safe waste exports, manage own waste?

▪ Importing countries? – impose import bans, make rules for imports?

 Do you think more transparency and better design can make a change? 

 What do you think of the HAC goals & deliverables?
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Ecologic Institute

Pfalzburger Str. 43/44

10717 Berlin

Germany

Tel. +49 (30) 86880-0

ecologic.eu

Thanks! Any more Questions?

Doris Knoblauch

doris.knoblauch@ecologic.eu

Mandy Hinzmann

mandy.hinzmann@ecologic.eu
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