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● Ambition to mainstream NBS into
urban planning and policies

● Policy instruments /governance as
critical enablers or barriers to adoption

● Shift from ‚government‘ to ‚governance‘

● Lack of specific and proven local policy
instrument examples … until now!

Creating enabling conditions: 
Unpacking NBS policy frameworks
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Aims to:

● Foster ecologically coherent, inclusive 
planning for urban ecosystem restoration and 
green space planning

● Inspire global action through good practice 
instruments, including lessons learned

● Represent diverse contexts (institutional/ 
geographic) – bottom up & top down
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Easily searchable by different criteria!



 Filter by: 
 Keyword search
 Instrument type + instrument 

pages
 Country, city and region
 Initiating body
 Targeted urban area
 Urban challenges addressed

 Interactive map view
 Multilingual Access: English and 

Spanish
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UGA functionalities
Multiple ways to search
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UGA functionalities
Instrument  pages

•Objectives & Context
• Aims and challenges addressed
• Link to NBS and ecosystem restoration
• Relevance to specific (peri-)urban areas

•Governance & Implementation
• Initiating body and instrument design
• Targeted actors and implementation approach

•Financing
• Funding sources and budget
• Additional financing details

•Results & Evaluation
• Achieved outcomes and impacts
• Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms

•Insights & Integration
• Good practice characteristics
• Success factors and lessons learned
• Integration into broader policy frameworks
• Related instruments

•References
• Data sources and interview references
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Examples of policy instruments supporting participation
and/or co-governance

Knowledge, communication & 
innovation

Legislative, regulatory, 
and strategic

Agreement-based or 
cooperative

Economic & fiscal
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Showcasing 4 types of policy instruments



Challenges addressed



Personal lessons learned

• It’s both a technical and leadership task: build
trust, offer guidance, and make time to be
available

• Design matters—bring in creative minds, as it’s
often underestimated

• Reviewing practices takes time and
commitment—don’t underestimate itIt’s hard to
keep the momentum, but I’m so glad to be here
sharing this with you! 11

Some final reflections… 

Rich information enabling multifaceted analysis: 
Deeper insights possible by analyzing governance, 
finance, innovation, and inclusivity dimensions.
• Most policy instruments are top-down (legislative, 

regulatory, strategic), leaving room for more 
bottom-up approaches.

• High potential to combine tools, especially 
communication, innovation, and cooperative 
mechanisms.

• Provides a framework to analyze policy instruments 
and how they integrate NBS and ecosystem 
restoration

• Provides inspiring examples on how to mover 
towards more inclusive NBS action and justice 
outcomes

• Highlights the diversity of instruments and their 
application across contexts

• Supports cross-regional learning by showcasing 
innovative responses to similar challenges



Dive into the UGA

Contact: 
Natalia Burgos Cuevas
natalia.burgoscuevas@ecologic.eu
McKenna Davis
mckenna.davis@ecologic.eu

Urban Governance Atlas
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Further resources

• Davis, M., Burgos Cuevas, N., and Gvein, 
M.H. (2024). "Transforming ambition into 
action to catalyse nature-based solutions: 
Insights from 250 good practice policy 
instruments." Nature-Based Solutions, 6, p. 
100171. doi:10.1016/j.nbsj.2024.100171.
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https://interlace-hub.com/urban-governance-atlas
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