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Green energy funds: Germany to go
for tull bidding in power from 2013

Krishnendu Mukherjee [tuu

Kolkata: Germany considered as a major
green force among the European Union
conntries, will go for full auetioning in its
electricity sector from 2008, And themove 1=
aimed atgenerating funds to put nplace an
alectricity svstemrun by renevwable ensrgy
resources by 200, the year by which it has
decided to cut the greenhoise gas emission
by 40%. The couniry, which has already
shut dowm eight of its 17 nuclear power
plants 2011, will phase out the rest by 2080,

“The idea 1= to produce 25% of eleciric-
v using renewable energies by 2000, And to
startworl on thefuture grids, which shouald
be flexible enough, we nesd funds. The
move togofor 100% aucticmng inthe sector
is expected to generate a revenue of over 2
billion euro per vear which will be used as
climate and energy funds Thenational grid
development plan will be an table by June
this vear™ said Martin Weiss of the federal
minisry for erviromment. Germany: The
couniry 15 managingabout 350 mil hon euro
climate and energy fimds for 2012,

When asked about the impact on con-
sumers, Weiss said the electricity prices
don't necessarily nead to rise as all the ele-

& view of energy self-sufficient village
Feldheim near Berlin, where 140 inhabit-
ants get electricity from a wind power
station and heat froma bio gas station

mentato decide power prices have been fac-
tored inthe present tanff structure, * Before
thestartof emissiontrad ing in 2006, theutil-
ity firms were given free allowances(oneal-
lowance imapermit toemit 1 tonof COZiand
they have even incorporated thisalongwith
generation, distribution, supply and grid
cost for charging tariff So. the tariff is al-
ready onthe higherside,” added Weiss,
Renewable energies generated 20%, of
electricity in Germmany in 2011, whereasthe
mmaclear power plants” share in the genera-

tion was 18%. Brigitte Knopfl of sustainable
solutions department from Potsdam Inst-
tute for Climate Impact Research said if a
Froper power generation system using re-
newableenergy resouroes is not putin place
intime, thepricesmight rise once allthenu-
clear plants are closed in 2020, “This is be-
cansehardooaland lignite-based plantswill
have to bridge the gap and generation cosi
using thess fuels are much higher com-
pared torenewable energies, " she adided.
With eight to 10 coal -fired power plants
are under construction and ready to come
up by 2018, Germnan Bundestagimern ber and
deputy chairmanof Social Democratic Par-
hameniary group Ulrich Kelber said the
conniry needs some foesil fuel plants as a
back-uparrangement. And his belief seems
o hold water as there was a near-blaclou
gituation in Germany in 2011 when some
nuclear plants '.&'m't.*r'lm-mlm'ull he couniry
had to import energy fromm Anstria, Howey-
e the federal foreign of fice looks reluctant
overthe fossil fuel plants as itwantsto bring
downthe energy import bill of the country
which corrently imports §7% of itsoil 674
of ooaland 88% of itsgas.
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