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DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION STRATEGIES 
IN EU COASTAL AREAS
KEY MESSAGES

• Climate-induced coastal storms and on-going coastal development necessitate a re-assessment of Disaster Risk 
Reduction strategies. Strategies which depend on preparedness and some risk mitigation measures will need to adopt 
more mitigation or preventive measures. 

• Both technical and ecosystem-based solutions are feasible options to build long-term Disaster Risk Reduction 
strategies. Ecosystem-based solutions can support win-win solutions, although to date their implementation is limited 
due to a disconnection between disaster risk management, adaptation, and nature conservation goals.

• Targeting local values and adapting national Disaster Risk Reduction strategies to local historical and socio-cultural 
characteristics and priorities through multi-level communication and stakeholder inclusion can lead to greater 
adoption and more effective implementation of policies.

• The European Union is in a unique position to support and coordinate Member State efforts to develop Disaster Risk 
Reduction strategies, as well as support collaboration on the development and sharing of knowledge, standards and 
cost-effective tools. 
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